
January 25, 2024 
Finding Chika, by Mitch Albom  

From the #1 New York Times bestselling author of Tuesdays With 
Morrie comes Mitch Albom’s most personal story to an intimate and 
heartwarming memoir about what it means to be a family and the young 
Haitian orphan whose short life would forever change his heart.  
 
Chika Jeune was born three days before the devastating earthquake that 
decimated Haiti in 2010. She spent her infancy in a landscape of 
extreme poverty, and when her mother died giving birth to a baby 
brother, Chika was brought to The Have Faith Haiti Orphanage that 
Albom operates in Port Au Prince. With no children of their own, the 

forty-plus children who live, play, and go to school at the orphanage have become family to 
Mitch and his wife, Janine. Chika’s arrival makes a quick impression. Brave and self-assured, 
even as a three-year-old, she delights the other kids and teachers. But at age five, Chika is 
suddenly diagnosed with something a doctor there says, “No one in Haiti can help you with.” 
Mitch and Janine bring Chika to Detroit, hopeful that American medical care can soon return her 
to her homeland. Instead, Chika becomes a permanent part of their household, and their lives, as 
they embark on a two-year, around-the-world journey to find a cure. As Chika’s boundless 
optimism and humor teach Mitch the joys of caring for a child, he learns that a relationship built 
on love, no matter what blows it takes, can never be lost. Told in hindsight, and through 
illuminating conversations with Chika herself, this is Albom at his most poignant and vulnerable. 
Finding Chika is a celebration of a girl, her adoptive guardians, and the incredible bond they 
formed—a devastatingly beautiful portrait of what it means to be a family, regardless of how it is 
made. (goodreads.com) 
 
 

April 25, 2024 
The Covenant of Water, by Abraham Verghese 
A stunning and magisterial new epic of love, faith, and medicine, set in 
Kerala and following three generations of a family seeking the answers to 
a strange secret. Spanning the years 1900 to 1977, The Covenant of 
Water is set in Kerala, on South India’s Malabar Coast, and follows three 
generations of a family that suffers a peculiar affliction: in every 
generation, at least one person dies by drowning—and in Kerala, water is 
everywhere. The family is part of a Christian community that traces itself 
to the time of the apostles, but times are shifting, and the matriarch of this 
family, known as Big Ammachi—literally “Big Mother”—will witness 
unthinkable changes at home and at large over the span of her 

extraordinary life. All of Verghese’s great gifts are on display in this new work: there are 
astonishing scenes of medical ingenuity, fantastic moments of humor, a surprising and deeply 
moving story, and characters imbued with the essence of life. 
 
A shimmering evocation of a lost India and of the passage of time itself, The Covenant of 
Water is a hymn to progress in medicine and to human understanding, and a humbling testament 
to the hardships undergone by past generations for the sake of those alive today. It is one of the 
most masterful literary novels published in recent years. (goodreads.com) 
 



July 25, 2024 
How Much of These Hills is Gold, by C. Pam Zhang 
An electric debut novel set against the twilight of the American gold 
rush, two siblings are on the run in an unforgiving landscape--trying not 
just to survive but to find a home. 
 
Ba dies in the night; Ma is already gone. Newly orphaned children of 
immigrants, Lucy and Sam are suddenly alone in a land that refutes their 
existence. Fleeing the threats of their western mining town, they set off 
to bury their father in the only way that will set them free from their past. 
Along the way, they encounter giant buffalo bones, tiger paw prints, and 
the specters of a ravaged landscape as well as family secrets, sibling 

rivalry, and glimpses of a different kind of future. 
 

Both epic and intimate, blending Chinese symbolism and re-imagined history with fiercely 
original language and storytelling, How Much of These Hills Is Gold is a haunting adventure 
story, an unforgettable sibling story, and the announcement of a stunning new voice in literature. 
On a broad level, it explores race in an expanding country and the question of where immigrants 
are allowed to belong. But page by page, it's about the memories that bind and divide families, 
and the yearning for home. (goodreads.com) 
 
 

October 24, 2024 
There There, by Tommy Orange  
Tommy Orange's wondrous and shattering novel follows twelve 
characters from Native communities: all traveling to the Big Oakland 
Powwow, all connected to one another in ways they may not yet realize. 
Among them is Jacquie Red Feather, newly sober and trying to make it 
back to the family she left behind. Dene Oxendene, pulling his life 
together after his uncle's death and working at the powwow to honor his 
memory. Fourteen-year-old Orvil, coming to perform traditional dance 
for the very first time. Together, this chorus of voices tells of the plight of 
the urban Native American--grappling with a complex and painful 

history, with an inheritance of beauty and spirituality, with communion and sacrifice and 
heroism. Hailed as an instant classic, There There is at once poignant and unflinching, utterly 
contemporary and truly unforgettable. (goodreads.com) 
	


