
Day Session Time Presenter CEH Title

8:50

Welcome 9:00-9:15

Keynote 9:15-10:45 

Steve Kalb, LMSW, Director of Post Adoption Services; Joli Hanlon, BA, 

Director of Holt Adoptee Camp; Caitlin Howe, MA, Post Adoption Programs 

Lead

SW-4
Knowing the Unknowable: Insight from Adoptees Working 

in Adoption

10:45-11:00

A 11:00-12:30 Dr. Margaret O'Donoghue SW-1
Transracial Adoption: Understanding and Navigating Race, 

Ethnicity and Culture in the Parenting of Children

A 11:00-12:30 
Jean M. Cavaliere, Esq; Debra Jacques, Excutive Director, Family Options 

and Panelists
SW-4 Birth Parents Tell Their Stories

A 11:00-12:30 Melissa Jill Goldstein, MD Medical Issues in Domestic Adoption

A 11:00-12:30 Gabriella John Emotion Regulation:  Building Healthy Coping Strategies

A 11:00-12:30 Laura Hoffman, MSW, LCSW - Social Work Supervisor Adoption ARC SW-4  Understanding the Triad

 12:30-1:30 

8:50

Welcome 9:00-9:15

B 9:15-10:45 Marjorie Blicharz, Director of Scholarship Programs, embrella
Planning Next Steps After High School for Teens who have 

been Adopted or in the Foster Care System

B 9:15-10:45 Sharon Sorrentino & John O'Keefe SW-2
Staying the Course: The Importance of Emotional 

Regulation for Adoptive and Foster Families

B 9:15-10:45 Dr. Jane Aronson, Director International Pediatric Health Services, PLLC SW-4
A Primer for Child Development and How to Discover and 

Address Delays

B 9:15-10:45 Jacqueline Adams, LCSW, Senior Clinician, Children's Aid and Family Services SW-4 Integrating Emotional Intelligence and Parenting

B 9:15-10:45 Rebecca Gallese, LCSW, NJ Adoption Resource Clearing House    SW-4 Who Am I?  The Complexity of Teen Identity and Adoption.

10:45-11:00

C 11:00-12:30 Linda Sweet Marks, Attorney and Advocate SW-4 Helping the Adopted Child Be Successful in School

C 11:00-12:30 Steve Kalb, LMSW, Director of Post Adoption Services, Holt International Why Adoptees Struggle Talking About Adoption

C 11:00-12:30 Leslie Hampson, LMSW SW-2 Behavior Management with Adopted Children

C 11:00-12:30 

Sama Alghali, MSS, LSW, Holt International, Northeast Branch Director; 

Desiree Huffnagle, Program Director, Center for Family Services, Golden 

Cradle; Deborah Rodriguez, MSW, Program Manager; Katherine Twomey, 

MSW, Adoption Exchange/Recruitment Supervisor

Adoption 101: Domestic and International

12:30 -1:30

Conference Zoom Opens

Saturday

Friday 

Break

PLEASE VISIT OUR EXHIBITORS

Conference Zoom Opens

Welcome to All

PLEASE VISIT OUR EXHIBITORS 

Welcome to All

15 Minute Break


